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BIOGRAPHY 

Tetsuya Tanaka is a Japanese ceramicist born in 1970, currently lecturing at both Nagoya 
University of the Arts and Kyoto University of the Arts. He holds a Master of Fine Arts in Fine 
and Applied Art from Kyoto University of the Arts in Kyoto, Japan. 

Over the course of his career, Tanaka has built an international reputation through numerous 
residencies, exhibitions, and awards. He has undertaken guest artist residencies at 
institutions across the world, including the European Ceramic Work Center (EKWC) in the 
Netherlands, the Shigaraki Ceramic Cultural Park in Japan, the New Taipei City Yingge 
Ceramics Museum in Taiwan, and most recently the Taoxichuan Art Center in Jingdezhen, 
China. His work has been shown in galleries and exhibitions in Japan, Italy, Singapore, South 
Korea, and the United States. 

Tanaka has received recognition at several major international ceramics competitions. He 
was awarded an Honorable Mention at both the International Ceramic Competition Mino and 
the Korean International Ceramic Biennale, and received a Merit Prize at the Taiwan Ceramics 
Biennale International Competition. He was also selected for the prestigious Faenza Prize. In 
2022, he received the Shiga Prefecture Cultural Achievement Award. His solo exhibition 
KAGAYAKI: Vessel for Lights, held at H-art Beat Gallery in Tokyo in 2022, stands as a highlight 
of his exhibition career. 




